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ANNEX 1 
 

RESOLUTION LEG.6(110) ADOPTED ON 31 MARCH 2023 
 

GUIDELINES ON HOW TO DEAL WITH SEAFARER ABANDONMENT CASES 
 
THE LEGAL COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION, 
 
RECALLING Article 33 of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization regarding 
the functions of the Committee, 
 
RECALLING ALSO resolution A.930(22) of 29 November 2001 on Guidelines for the Provision 
of Financial Security in the Case of Abandonment of Seafarers,  
 
RECALLING FURTHER the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, in particular Regulation 2.5 
and its associated standards and guidelines,  
 
BEARING IN MIND the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 1963, in particular, Article 5 
concerning the extension by a State of consular protection and assistance to its nationals and 
to its vessels and their crews, 
 
BEARING IN MIND ALSO the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, in 
particular article 94 which requires the flag State to exercise its effective jurisdiction and control 
in administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying its flag, and of the customary 
international law of the sea, 
 
RECOGNIZING, at its 107th session, the need for additional guidelines for flag States, port 
States and seafarer supply States to address cases of abandonment of seafarers, and 
appreciating the work of the Correspondence Group, under the coordination of Indonesia, in 
developing such guidelines, 
 
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the decision of the ILO Governing Body at its 343rd session, 
to form the Joint IMO/ILO Tripartite Working Group to Address Seafarers Issues and the 
Human Element, (JTWG) as endorsed by the IMO Council at its 126th session, and recalling 
the decision of the Committee at its 109th session to forward the aforementioned guidelines 
for consideration and adoption by ILO;  
 
HAVING considered the Guidelines as adopted by JTWG at its first session in December 2022, 

 
1 ADOPTS the Guidelines on how to deal with seafarer abandonment cases set out in 
the annex to the present resolution; 
 
2 INVITES all flag States, port States and seafarer supply States to implement the 
guidelines in future abandonment cases; 
 
3 ENCOURAGES Member Governments and non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status with IMO and ILO to circulate the Guidelines as widely as possible in order 
to ensure their widespread promulgation and implementation; 
 
4 INVITES Member Governments to consider amending their national legislation as 
appropriate, to give full and complete effect to the Guidelines;  
 
5 AGREES to keep the Guidelines under review. 
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